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SECTION 1

Why Westside LA Plumbing Costs 1.5–2× the National
Average
Plumbing in Westside Los Angeles costs significantly more than national averages — and the reasons are structural, not
arbitrary. Operating a licensed plumbing business here involves higher labor costs, mandatory permitting, extended travel
time, and overhead that reflects one of the country's most expensive urban markets.

Labor premium: Licensed journeyman plumbers in LA County earn $85–$110/hr in direct wages — roughly double the rate in
most mid-sized U.S. cities. California's CSLB licensing requirements are among the nation's most demanding, constraining
supply.

Permits & compliance: Water heater replacement, gas line work, and repiping all require permits in LA. Permit fees add
$150–$600 per job, plus inspection delays.

Traffic & logistics: Transit to Pacific Palisades, Bel Air, or Benedict Canyon can run 45–90 min each way. Windshield time is
factored into every quote.

Cost-of-living pass-through: Commercial leases, insurance, workers' comp premiums, and staff wages all reflect LA market
rates — these flow into labor rates.

SECTION 2

Drain Cleaning Costs — Westside LA 2026
Drain cleaning prices vary with scope: a simple bathroom snake takes 20 minutes; a main line hydro-jetting job with video
inspection can take most of a day.

Service Method Range

Bathroom sink / tub drain Snaking / auger $119 – $185

Kitchen drain (single line) Snaking / auger $145 – $225

Floor drain / utility drain Snaking $135 – $195

Toilet (foreign object) Closet auger $119 – $175

Main line cleanout (standard) Power snake $195 – $295

Main line hydro-jetting Hydro-jet 3,500+ PSI $295 – $450

Video sewer inspection (add-on) Camera $125 – $225

* Access restrictions, missing cleanouts, or after-hours calls may affect final cost.
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What drives price variation?

Access point, pipe material (cast-iron vs. ABS), recurring clogs indicating structural issues, and
hydro-jetting vs. snaking are the four main variables. Video inspection alongside cleaning adds cost
but avoids repeat calls.
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SECTION 3

Water Heater Costs — Westside LA 2026
Installed prices include equipment, labor, permit, and standard connections. Non-standard locations (crawlspace, attic,
confined space) may add $200–$600.

Tank Water Heaters
Unit Brand Examples Installed Range

40-gal gas tank Rheem, AO Smith $1,799 – $2,100

50-gal gas tank Rheem, Bradford White $1,950 – $2,400

75-gal gas tank (large home) Bradford White, AO Smith $2,300 – $3,200

50-gal hybrid heat pump Rheem ProTerra, AO Smith $2,400 – $3,200

Tankless Water Heaters
Unit / Flow Rate Brand Examples Installed Range

Gas, up to 9.5 GPM (1–2 bath) Rinnai, Navien $3,499 – $4,800

Gas, 10–11 GPM (2–3 bath) Navien NPE, Rinnai RU $4,200 – $5,800

Gas, 11+ GPM (large estate) Navien NPE-240A, Rinnai RUR199 $5,500 – $7,500

Dual-unit system (manifolded) Navien / Rinnai pair $7,800 – $9,500

Electric tankless (whole-home) Stiebel Eltron, Eemax $3,499 – $5,200

* Gas line upgrade, new venting, and recirculation pump ($350–$650) may add cost.

SECTION 4

Whole-Home Repiping Costs — Westside LA 2026
Homes built before 1970 — a large share of Westside housing — may still carry original galvanized steel supply pipes, which
corrode from the inside out and eventually restrict pressure and discolor water. Quoted prices cover supply lines;
drain/waste/vent repiping is quoted separately.

Home Size Pipe Material Cost Range

Under 1,500 sq ft (1–2 bath) PEX-A $8,000 – $11,500

1,500–2,500 sq ft (2–3 bath) PEX-A $10,500 – $14,000
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Home Size Pipe Material Cost Range

2,500–4,000 sq ft (3–4 bath) PEX-A or Copper $13,000 – $18,000

4,000+ sq ft — estate (4+ bath) PEX-A or Copper $16,000 – $20,000+

Copper upgrade (vs. PEX base) Type L Copper Add $2,500 – $5,000

* Permit fees included. Drywall patching and painting quoted separately.
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SECTION 5

Sewer Line Repair Costs — Westside LA 2026
Sewer lateral work ranges from targeted spot repairs to full lateral replacement. The wide range below reflects genuine
differences in scope, access, and method.

Service Method Cost Range

Video sewer inspection Camera $225 – $395

Spot repair (1–3 ft) Open-cut or pipe burst $2,500 – $4,500

Partial replacement (10–30 ft) Open-cut $4,500 – $9,000

Full lateral — trenchless CIPP lining or pipe burst $6,500 – $14,000

Full lateral — open cut Excavation, new pipe $8,000 – $18,000

Full lateral + street connection Open-cut, city coordination $14,000 – $25,000

* Permit fees included. Landscaping/hardscape restoration quoted separately.

Trenchless vs. Open-Cut

CIPP lining creates a new pipe inside the old one with minimal excavation — ideal for clay laterals
common on the Westside. Pipe bursting fractures the old pipe outward while pulling new HDPE into
place. Both preserve landscaping better than full open-cut.

SECTION 6

Leak Detection — $275–$399
Detection Type Technology Range

Electronic / acoustic (standard) Acoustic amplification $275 – $325

Slab leak detection Acoustic + thermal imaging $325 – $399

Irrigation / exterior leak Ground-penetrating acoustic $275 – $350

Gas line leak detection Electronic gas sensor $275 – $350

* Leak detection fee credited toward repair cost when Atlas performs the repair.

SECTION 7

Emergency Plumbing — Published Tiered Rates
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Emergency rate multipliers apply to labor only. Materials are priced at standard rates regardless of time of call. A written
estimate with the applicable multiplier is provided before any work begins.

Standard Hours Mon–Fri 8
AM–5 PM Evening / Saturday Nights / Sun / Holidays

1.0× 1.5× 2.0×
No surcharge Evening & Saturday premium Night, Sunday & holiday premium
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SECTION 8

What Affects the Final Price
Access difficulty

Hillside properties (Bel Air, Pacific Palisades, Benedict Canyon) can add 20–40% to labor time. Finished closets, tile floors,
concrete slabs, and missing cleanouts each add scope.

Permits

Required for water heater replacement, gas work, sewer repair, and repiping. Fees range $150–$600 depending on scope
and jurisdiction (Beverly Hills, Santa Monica, West Hollywood, Culver City, City of LA all have separate fee schedules).

Material specification

PEX-A vs. copper for repiping; entry-level vs. mid-grade tankless units. The labor cost is identical — only material cost varies.
Ask your technician to quote both.

Existing condition

Corroded shutoff valves, buried meter boxes, missing cleanouts, or capped drain access require preparatory work
discovered on-site, not during phone estimates.

Disposal & haul-away

Standard haul-away is included in Atlas quotes. Large excavations may require an itemized disposal fee for soil and debris.

SECTION 9

How to Spot Price Gouging
• No written estimate before work begins — California requires a written contract for work over $500.

• Refusing to show a CSLB contractor's license (verify at cslb.ca.gov — look for active C-36 or B license).

• Cash-only payment demands — removes your ability to dispute charges and voids most warranties.

• Price changes after work starts without a documented change order.

• No company name, branded truck, or identifying paperwork.

• Pressure to approve work before providing a written estimate.

SECTION 10

Financing Options for Large Plumbing Jobs
Repiping, sewer lateral replacement, and tankless water heater installation often run $5,000–$20,000. Atlas Home Pro
partners with Wisetack to offer accessible financing options.
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Wisetack — 0% APR Financing

Available on qualifying jobs over $2,500

Wisetack offers 0% APR promotional financing with no hard credit inquiry to check rates. Approval
typically takes 60 seconds. Fixed monthly payments, no hidden fees. Ask your Atlas technician for a
Wisetack link at time of estimate. Subject to credit approval and Wisetack terms.

Other Options
Homeowner's insurance: Sudden and accidental damage from burst pipes or slab leaks is typically covered. The repair itself
may not be, but resulting damage to floors and drywall usually is.

PACE financing: California PACE programs (Ygrene, HERO) allow energy-efficient upgrades including heat pump water
heaters to be repaid through your property tax bill.

Phased work: For whole-home repiping, Atlas can phase work by floor or wing — addressing the most critical sections first
and returning for the balance to spread cost over multiple invoices.

Ready for a Written Estimate?
Call (213) 275-2210 or book online at atlashomepro.com

$0 Service Call Fee · Licensed & Insured · Same-Day Availability


